Fifty Years of Iron and Steel

development of the industry. The great prob-
lem of previous ages had been to secure tempera-
tures high enough to melt iron ore rapidly, and
when this was solved by the use of an effective
blast, other improvements followed immediately.
England was the first country to feel the short-
age of wood caused by the consumption of whole
forests in making charcoal for blast furnace fuel,
and in the middle of the Seventeenth Century
I              ..                the iron industry suffered a severe cheek be-

cause of a popular uprising against the further
j                               use of wood for this purpose.    It  was feared

j                               that if the blast; furnaces kept on demanding

!j                                charcoal not; enough timber could he found to

maintain the royal  navy.    This agitation led
'; '                              to the discovery of coke about  17*50, and \vith

it: came almost a revolution in the manufacture
of iron.

Crucible steel was first made in Kngland in
1740, the process having been discovered by
Benjamin Huntsman, who was not an iron work-
cry but a maker of clocks.

The art: of working iron was brought to this
hemisphere from the Old World, The North
American Indians had absolutely no knowledge
of it, and there has been found no evidence that
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